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God’s Sovereignty
“The counsel of the LORD stands forever”
(Psalm 33)

Call to Worship
Behold, God is our salvation;
We will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD God is our strength and our song,
and he has become our salvation.
Sing praises to the LORD,
for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.

(Isa 12)

Let us pray.
Sovereign Lord, our Heavenly Father,
it is our heart's desire, our deepest longing,
to know you, to love you, and to worship you.
It is our greatest pleasure,
our highest privilege, our chief delight,
to meet with you, the one true and living God,
and experience your grace and favour.
Grant us power by your Holy Spirit
to worship you now, in spirit and in truth.
Amen.

(Valley of Vision)
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Psalm 84
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts to me.
My heart cries out and even faints,
the courts of God to see.
The sparrow finds a place to nest,
beside your throne of grace.
Oh how I long to find my rest,
and dwell with you always.
A pilgrim now for all my days,
my gaze is set above.
The desert blooms with autumn rains,
You bless the ones you love.

Your people go from strength to strength,
until we see your face.
Your eyes are turned to us in love,
You hear us when we pray.
I'd rather live for just one day
and gaze upon my Lord.
Than spend a lifetime far away
from where your praise is heard.
There's no good thing you will withhold,
from those who follow you,
O Lord my sun and mighty shield
my soul will trust in you.
© Matt Searles

Confession and Assurance
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law
and the Prophets.” ( Matt 22:37-40)
Have mercy on us, O God
According to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins,
God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Therefore, let us confess our sins against God,
and against our neighbour,
first in silence and then aloud together.
Please kneel or remain seated.
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Prayer of Confession
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions.
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin!
For we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.
Against you, you only, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit.
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or we would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (Ps. 51)

Assurance of Pardon
"Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the
remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in
steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities
underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea." (Mic 7:18-19)
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My soul finds rest in God alone (Psalm 62)
My soul finds rest in God alone,
My Rock and my salvation;
A fortress strong against my foes,
And I will not be shaken.
Though lips may bless and hearts may
curse,
And lies like arrows pierce me,
I’ll fix my heart on righteousness,
I’ll look to Him who hears me.
O praise Him, hallelujah,
My Delight and my reward;
Everlasting, never failing,
My Redeemer, my God.

When evil seeks to take a hold
I’ll cling to my salvation.
Though riches come and riches go,
Don’t set your heart upon them;
The fields of hope in which I sow
Are harvested in heaven. Refrain
I’ll set my gaze on God alone
And trust in Him completely;
With every day pour out my soul
And He will prove His mercy.
Though life is but a fleeting breath,
A sigh too brief to measure,
My King has crushed the curse of death
And I am His forever. R
 efrain

Find rest, my soul, in God alone
Amid the world’s temptations;

© 2007 Thankyou Music

God Speaks to us through His Word
First Reading: Romans 13
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Psalm 33
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon: God’s Sovereignty (Ben Tannett)
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Response to God’s Word
The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Psalm 33
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you
righteous! Praise befits the upright.
Give thanks to the LORD with the
lyre; make melody to him with the
harp of ten strings!
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on
the strings, with loud shouts. For the
word of the LORD is upright, and all his
work is done in faithfulness.
He loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of the steadfast love
of the LORD.
By the word of the LORD the heavens
were made, and by the breath of his
mouth all their host.
He gathers the waters of the sea as a
heap; he puts the deeps in
storehouses.
Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of
him!
For he spoke, and it came to be; he
commanded, and it stood firm.
The LORD brings the counsel of the
nations to nothing; he frustrates the
plans of the peoples. The counsel of the
LORD stands forever, the plans of his
heart to all generations.

Blessed is the nation whose God is the
LORD, the people whom he has
chosen as his heritage!
The LORD looks down from heaven; he
sees all the children of man; from where
he sits enthroned he looks out on all the
inhabitants of the earth, he who
fashions the hearts of them all and
observes all their deeds.
The king is not saved by his great
army; a warrior is not delivered by his
great strength. The war horse is a
false hope for salvation, and by its
great might it cannot rescue.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those
who fear him, on those who hope in his
steadfast love, that he may deliver their
soul from death and keep them alive in
famine.
Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our
help and our shield. For our heart is
glad in him, because we trust in his
holy name. Let your steadfast love, O
LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in
you.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and
shall be forever, age after age.
Amen!
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Benediction and Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the Name of Christ, Amen.
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